
Best Practices and Guidelines for Chief Judges from the CJC 
 
#1:  Guideline Procedures for Self-Judging WSDC J & J Champion & All Invitationals – 
Finals 
 
Prelims/Semis/Quarters 
 

1.​ Cannot be self-judged. 
 
Finals 
 

1.​ May be self-judged. 

2.​ The role with the most competitors must self-judge. 

a.​ If both roles are even, you may choose a role by random selection (toss a coin, have 
audience participation, draw a number, etc.). 

b.​ If there are fewer than 10 couples, both sides should judge for a better data point, but 
that will depend on the number of tablets available. 

3.​ You cannot use an even number of judges for relative placement. That is against a WSDC rule.  
You must use an odd number of judges for relative placement. 

a.​ If there is an even number of competitors, the chief judge will assign another judge to 
bring the total to an odd number. 

Tablets/Paper Scoring 

1.​ If the Chief Judge wants to prevent competitors from knowing who their partner will be… 

a.​ The CJ may request that the scorer use the tablet system to either randomize on the 
spot or in advance, showing only one couple at a time (e.g., Scoring.dance, and Event 
Express Pro). 

b.​ If the tablet system cannot randomize competitors on the spot or hide competitors' 
pairings, the CJ may use paper scoring if they choose. 

2.​ If paper scoring is used, the Chief Judge or Secondary Chief Judge is responsible for auditing 
the contest and ensuring that when the scores are entered into the tablet system, the bib 
numbers, names, and scores are correct. 
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#2: Guideline Procedure – Exception to Randomization Rule. 
 
To address the increasing number of reports from competitors about potential draws that could 
harm an individual. 
 
The following best practice protocols are presented for your consideration when one or more 
competitors inform the event of a potential conflict. 
 
Prelims/Semis:  

1.​ CJ will direct the scorekeeper to randomize competitors with conflicts into separate 
heats. 

 
Finals:  

1.​ CJ will direct the scorekeeper to randomize the pairings to prevent conflicts before the 
contest begins. (No on-the-floor drawing of partners). If one final contest requires this 
protocol, the same protocol will be followed for all final contests. 

2.​ The CJ has the discretion to vet all reports and to authorize the number of 
randomizations.  
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